
Briza minor L. Lesser Quaking-grass
1835-2015

National Status: Scarce, Archaeophyte
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S Hants: Infrequent Archaeophyte
Persistent in a few areas (most notably Sowley and Botley), where numbers can fluctuate enormously from
year to year.  Also recorded in the Bournemouth area (SZ19) in 1883-1927, at Sandleheath (SU11H) in 1954,
Hinton (SZ29) in 1926, East Wellow area (SU32F) in 1980, Hythe (?SU40) in 1882, and Hayling Island (SU70)
in 1920.

Nr Lopshill SU0813 1955

Christchurch SZ1492 2010
Stockers Mead, 
Christchurch

SZ148925 17-Aug-10 PAB

Kingston North Common SU1503 1987
Kingston North Common SU150031 1987 AJB & JO c.1987. By path, NW side of ford. 1 plant, 

transient.

Barton on Sea SZ2593 2013
Barton on Sea SZ253934 10-Aug-13 MWR Abundant at field edge around SZ 2537 9342.

Keyhaven SZ3192 1979-1981

Normandy, Lymington SZ3294 1997
Lymington SZ328942 30-Jun-97 MEY Normandy, Lymington. Weedy cornfield down 

track. Very locally abundant. 
Normandy SZ329941 24-Jun-97 MEY Normandy Lane, Lymington. Wheat field. A major 

infestation in the field. 

Pylewell SZ3496 2009
Pylewell SZ347960 2009 AEB Few plants on edge of field.
Pylewell Park SZ349960 26-Jun-09 MWR 4 large plants, SZ 3492 9603.

Portmore, Lymington SZ3497 2010
Newtown Park Nursery SZ342978 2010 AEB

Tanners Lane, East End SZ3695 1936-1999
Tanners Lane, East End SZ363957 27-Jul-85 RAF &

PJW
Assoc. spp. list for Gastridium ventricosum

Tanners Lane, East End SZ363958 1980 RPB Barnyard in old pit
Tanners Lane, Pylewell SZ364952 15-Jul-99 BGo &

JGo
Occasional at W end of Gastridium field, close to 
the sea

Tanners Lane, Sowley (East
End)

SZ364958 1985 RAF, AJB
& PJW



Sowley Brooms SZ3696 1981-2013
Sowley Brooms area SZ367962 28-Jun-11 MWR Edge of arable field, SZ 3675 9623.
S of Sowley Brooms SZ367963 25-Jul-05 MWR Abundant in NW corner of recently harvested 

grain field, SZ3671 9639
Sowley SZ367963 02-Jul-06 MR Dominant to abundant (20,000+) over hundreds 

of metres in unsown arable strip on W and N 
edges of field.

S of Sowley Brooms SZ367963 13-Aug-13 MR, GCo
& MBer

Occasional, NW corner and W margin of field.

Sowley Brooms SZ367964 19-Aug-00 MEY 3 plants. Edges of arable field. Crops 1998 Wheat,
1999 Potatoes, 2000 Peas.

Pitts Deep / Sowley SZ3795, 
SZ3796

1936-1998

Pitts Deep Lane, Sowley SZ370960 1981 PJOT Assoc. species for Gastridium ventricosum, SW of 
Sowley Pond: Briza minor recorded in 1980, 'again
observed by Trist (1981). (*GR40/371.962 is 
queried & has 370960/1 pencilled in)

Sowley Lane SZ370961 03-Jul-83 RPB Headlands of barley field. Widespread, abundant. 
Hb. RPB.

Lymington SZ371962 19-Jun-89 ARGM
Sowley Farm, Sowley SZ372962 1981 AEB 1980-81. SZ372962-3. Cornfields adjoining road.
Sowley Farm, Sowley SZ372963 1981 AEB 1980-81. SZ372962-3. Cornfields adjoining road.
Pitts Deep SZ373958 22-Jun-98 MEY
Sowley Farm, Sowley SZ373963 1981 AEB 1980-81. Cornfields adjoining road.

Beckheath, East End SZ3797 1936-1989
W. of Beck Farm, Sowley SZ378978 1989 GHF Edge of newly harvested grain field. Locally 

plentiful over c.18m
East End area SZ3897 1980 ECW Headland of wheat. Assoc. spp. list for Gastridium

ventricosum, N. of Sowley Pond:  'Briza minor 
(ECW 1980). not seen 1981, Trist. (GR as 
40/383.978, but 381977 & 381976 added, ?later, 
in pencil)

Dilton, Boldre SU3300 1980-1999
Nr Dilton Fm, Boldre SU334008 14-Aug-87 RPB SU334008, & elsewhere. Border of barley field by 

FP. VL 50+ plants scattered. 
Dilton Fm, Greenmoor SU335005 13-Aug-96 MEY
Dilton Farm, Boldre SU335007 14-Aug-87 RPB SU335007, & elsewhere. Border of barley field by 

FP. VL 50+ plants scattered.
Roydon Area SU335008 19-Jun-99 MEY  

Gardeners Lane, Romsey SU3319 1987
Gardeners Lane, Romsey SU334198 1987 PJW Fields of winter wheat. Rare.
Gardeners Lane, Romsey SU335194 1987 PJW Fields of winter wheat. Locally frequent.

Greenhill, Rownhams SU3817 1956

East Wellow area SU3020 1998
East Wellow SU303205 19-Jul-98 RMV Nr Church. Edge of wheat field, cluster of plants.

Roke Manor Farm, 
Romsey

SU3423 1987

Roke Manor Fm, Romsey SU344230 1987 PJW Arable field. Local and occasional.

Swinesleys Farm, 
Beaulieu

SU3701 2007

Swinesleys Farm, Beaulieu SU379014 09-Sep-07 PSt SU3799 0140.

Dibden Bay SU4108 1979

Crowd Hill SU4819 1996-2000
Arable field S of Upper Barn SU481196 16-Sep-00 PJSe 2 clumps, each with 6 flg plants in area of 0.5m. 

Habitat: Maize crop. Herb. PJSe. 
Field N Stoke Park W SU482197 26-Jun-96 PJSe Hb RPB Det RPB. c. 50 plants close to power pole.
Crowdhill, Fair Oak SU486199 22-Jun-96 PJSe Between Crowdhill and Upper Barn Copse. Edge of

field beside BR along wood. Very local, c.50 plants
in patch.

Manor Farm, Botley SU4911, 
SU4912, 
SU5011, 
SU5012

?1883-
2009

Manor Farm Country Park D SU499118 10-Jul-02 PAB
Hedge End SU499121 24-Jul-68 FR Rough marsh pasture bordering cornfield. Rare. 

c.3 plants. SNHS Rep 1968



Hedge End SU501120 23-Jul-00 JAN Abundant in an Oat field and two adjacent set 
aside fields.

Manor Farm Country Park - 
east

SU504118 27-Aug-09 PAB 20 plants.

Manor Farm Country Park A SU505115 04-Jul-02 PAB
Manor Farm Country Park C SU505120 10-Jul-02 PAB
Manor Farm, Botley SU508118 04-Aug-08 JAN Patches along cereal field margin. Locally 

frequent.

Fair Oak Lodge area SU4901 1966

Curbridge SU5210 1962

Durley SU5215 2009
Nr Hetherhill Farm, Durley SU521152 26-Jul-09 SJa Found in an agricultural field, grid ref: SU5216 

1529.

Biddenfield SU5411 2015
Nr Mansfield Barn SU548118 09-Aug-15 HFG Rare, in abandoned arable, SU5486 1186

Wallington SU5806 1919

N Hants: Rare or Extinct Archaeophyte
Has occurred in  the past as a cornfield  weed  on sandy soils,  or once on the disturbed  bare chalk of
Micheldever Spoil Heaps, but has failed to persist long anywhere and is now probably extinct in VC12.

Micheldever Spoil 
Heaps

SU5244 1978

Pamber Green, W of SU5959 1962-1974

Tadley SU6061 1979


